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Waste snow:
environmental impacts

Québec receives 200 to Contaminants in waste snow mainly come from the application of road
350 centimetres of snow salt (e.g. chlorides) and abrasives (e.g. debris), as well as traffic (e.g. oils).

annually. Waste snow that
must be removed from the

roads contains a number The MELCC does not ensure the evolution of current practices in order to
of contaminants that can protect sensitive environments from the contaminants in waste snow.
have various impacts on

the environment. Sensitive environment: A site of ecological interest whose preservation

is essential to the health of ecosystems (e.g. wetland).

The Ministére de
Environnement et de la For nearly 25 years, the MELCC has tolerated snow being pushed on

Lutte contre les changements the side of roads, in particular for road safety, despite the impact of
climatiques (MELCC) does not contaminants in waste snow on sensitive environments.

have the knowledge required For nearly 10 years, the MELCC has not intervened when snow is pushed or
to adequately support its blown on the banks or littoral zone of a watercourse during snow removal
decisions and those of the operations on the road network carried out by the Ministere des Transports
actors involved in waste snow du Québec and by municipalities.

management.

= Theinformation in the MELCC's
operation management
support system makes it
difficult to draw an accurate
picture of authorized and
active snow elimination sites in
Québec.

= The data available to the
MELCC is not sufficient or
precise enough to allow the
MELCC to assess the impact of
contaminants in waste snow
on the waters of Québec (e.g.

groundwater, lakes and rivers). . . . .
Pushing or blowing snow on the banks or littoral zone of a watercourse is

nevertheless an unacceptable practice that constitutes an offence under the
Environment Quality Act.

SNOW ELIMINATION SITES AUTHORIZED BY THE MELCC

The MELCC cannot confirm that the control activities it has carried out since April 1, 2014 for these sites are sufficient
to prevent and mitigate the impacts of contaminants on the environment.

Some snow elimination sites The MELCC does not signal all identified violations The MELCC is not always able to
have not been subject to any to the operators of snow elimination sites, which confirm a return to compliance
control activities. does not reflect the importance it places on the for the violations it has identified.

conditions it has set out in the authorizations.



Food products:
reliability of label information

Consumers rely on the information on food labels to make purchasing decisions. Some are willing to pay
more for food that corresponds to their needs and values. The reliability of the information is therefore

also important to justify their investment.

MAPAQ MONITORING

The MAPAQ does not adequately monitor the reliability of
information on food labels to protect consumers from false,
misleading or confusing claims. Nevertheless, this is the
MAPAQ's responsibility.

The MAPAQ monitors labels partially: its verification
is focused on the indications necessary for the safe
consumption of food, such as the presence of allergens.

For all other indications, consumers must rely on the industry to
ensure the reliability of information.

ACCESS TO INFORMATION

Consumers do not have ready access to reliable information
on food claims and provenance (especially regarding meat and
processed products).
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LOCAL PURCHASES

More than ever, food provenance seems to be an important
purchasing criterion, especially in the pandemic context as
the Government is encouraging local purchasing. In 2018,
approximately 50% of food purchased was from Québec.
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In January 2021, the Aliments du Québec database showed
1 453 registered companies and 18 433 products using
one of its logos.

The MAPAQ has granted mere than $26 million in funding
to Aliments du Québec over the past four years to promote the
purchase of Québec food products.

However, Aliments du Québec cannot guarantee that
the products bearing its logos come from Québec or are
prepared in Québec.
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ORGANIC RESERVED DESIGNATION
Although many controls are carried out during the certification of organic food, CARTV monitoring of the illegal use of the
organic reserved designation is limited and not in line with the risks.
Guaranteeing the authenticity of organic food is essential since this market is expanding
and the Government’s goal is to support its growth.

MAPAQ Ministére de I'Agriculture, des Pécheries et de I'Alimentation du Québec
CARTV Conseil des appellations réservées et des termes valorisants



Five countries’ good practices in reducing
greenhouse gas emissions

This study highlights certain good practices adopted by five countries that have achieved significant reductions
in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in recent years.

We thought it would be useful to conduct this study, since:

= Québec may not meet its 2020 GHG emission reduction target (set to 20% below the 1990 level), which
does not put Québec on an optimal course to meet its 2030 target (set to 37.5% helow the 1990 level);

= the 2030 Plan for a Green Economy provides for an evolutionary implementation which allows the evolution
of knowledge and technologies to be taken into account;

= new measures to reduce GHG emissions must be established for the 2027-2030 period.

This study shows various measures that have been put in place by Denmark, France, Sweden, Switzerland and United Kingdom.
These countries have as common denominator, for the 1990-2018 period:

= 3 demographic and economic growth comparable or superior to that of Québec;
= 3rate of reduction of GHG emissions far more important than that of Québec.

Variation in GHG emissions between 1990 and 2018
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Queébec -6% I I France -19% g Sweden -27%
- '

= — Denmark -32% : g United Kingdom -42% n Switzerland -14%

The measures covered in this study have contributed to the reduction of GHG emissions of these countries in the following five sectors
of activity:

= Agriculture = Industry = Transport
= Waste = Buildings

Some of these measures are shown below.

Bonus-malus system for vehicles (France)
Average CO, emissions from new passenger cars in France between January 2007 and February 2020
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Hydrofluorocarbon regulation and taxation (Denmark)
Consumption of hydrofluorocarbons, or HFCs, in Denmark between 1994 and 2019
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Energy audit (Denmark, France, Sweden, United Kingdom)

An energy audit is a stucy of energy consumption across the hoard (e.g. buildings, industrial processes, transport) in order

to target energy-saving opportunities.

These four countries have transposed into their legislation a European directive requiring large enterprises to conduct an energy audit

every four years.

Ban on landfilling of combustible and organic waste (Denmark, Sweden, Switzerland)
Municipal waste treatment in Denmark, Sweden and Switzerland between 1994 and 2018
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This is merely an overview of our work. To find out more, consult our website at: www.vgq.qc.ca.

Reports are available in French only.

Denmark: Landfill
Switzerland: Landfill
Sweden: Landfill

Denmark: Composting and recycling
Switzerland: Composting and recycling
Sweden: Composting and recycling
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